Anti-CD36 antibodies in patients with lupus anticoagulant and thrombotic complications.
Six patients with lupus anticoagulant with thrombotic complications, but not exhibiting systemic lupus erythematosus, demonstrated the presence in their plasma of antibodies directed against platelet antigens which were not detectable in two patients presenting with lupus anticoagulant but without thrombotic complications. Protein blotting of separated normal platelet proteins against patient plasma gave up to 18 bands of varying intensity indicative of multiple antiplatelet antibodies; one of these antibodies recognized a component with a mobility identical with CD36 (GPIV; m.w. 88,000) in 4/6 cases. Antibodies to CD36 and one or two other components were identified in 5/6 cases by immunoprecipitation from 125I-labelled control platelets and 6/6 by dot blots against purified CD36. These results suggest that antiplatelet antibodies and, specifically, anti CD36 antibodies, occur frequently in the plasma of patients presenting with lupus anticoagulant and thrombotic complications.